Which role to teacher ?

Calvani and Rotta (2000) recognize 3 main roles: instructor; facilitator; moderator (see fig 1)

Fig. 1
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We can look at this 3 models more in detail trying to associate Mayers an de Freitas perspectives to each of them.

a)Tutor as Instructor - associationist /empiristic perspective (learning as activity)
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Tutor creates materials and learning path.

Student interact through materials along the given learning path.

The focus is on structured knowledge to be transmissed to student.

Teacher assist students by setting the learning path.

b)Tutor as Facilitator - cognitive perspective (learning as achieving understanding)
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Tutor interacts with students through:

-learning material

-mail (1:1)

-forum / notice board(1: many).

The focus is on knowledge to be understood by the student
Student interact through materials along a given learning path but also with tutor and fellow students to ask for help and support.

Teacher helps the student at understanding knowledge.

c)Tutor as Moderator - situative perspective (learning as social practice)
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Tutor interacts with students through:

-material (authentic task)

-mail (1:1)

-forum / notice board(1: many).

-helps student to interact in a meaningful way (many to many)

The focus is on the process of knowledge creation by students
Student interact with tutor through materials, mail forum

Student interact with fellow students for peer support and collaboration in order to create learning.

a)At an individual level => mental construction of meaningful learning

 (intentionally and activelly guided by the student)

b) At a group level => As an outcome of group negotiation  

(group driven)
Teacher supports students by moderating the process of content/knowledge creation.
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